Stars and Galaxies



Name: ……………………………..
1. What is meant by parallax?

…………………………………………………………………………………….

 …………………………………………………………………………………….

2. If you knew that two stars were of the same actual brightness but one (star A) looked brighter than the other (star B) what could you say about the distances of the two stars from the Earth?

…………………………………………………………………………………….

3. Why is it difficult to see the stars clearly if you live in a city?

…………………………………………………………………………………….

4. Is the Sun (a) a galaxy  (b) a planet  (c) a star  (d) a comet  (e) an asteroid?  ………..…
5. The Milky Way galaxy is a huge collection of   ………………………………………. 

6. How many galaxies are there in the Universe? 

(a) thousands of millions  (b) hundreds of thousands  (c) one 

…………………………………………………………………………………….

7. Do stars change in their lifetime or do they stay the same?

…………………………………………………………………………………….

8. What have astronomers detected orbiting some nearby stars?   ………………………
9. Are distant galaxies moving towards us or away from us?  ……………………..…….

10. An astronomer measures the speeds of two galaxies. Galaxy A is moving much faster than galaxy B. Which one is furthest from the Earth? ……………………………..……

11. What is meant by the ‘Big Bang’?

…………………………………………………………………………………….

12. Roughly how long ago did the Big Bang occur?

…………………………………………………………………………………….

