Clocks

How can you measure time?
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Try to design a clock and use it to measure a time interval.

Here are some ideas to help you.

(a) A pendulum swinging

(b) A weight bouncing up and down on a spring

(c) A marble rolling down a slope

(e) Water running out through a hole in the bottom of a can

(f) A candle burning

(g) A can with a hole in the bottom sinking into water

(h) A ball bearing or marble sinking into sticking liquid such as glycerol

(i) A model sycamore seed floating down through the air

(j) An electric clock driven by a vegetable (a potato or a lemon are two possible choices!)

(k) a twanged hacksaw blade


Suggest what sort of time your clock could measure and try and say how accurate it is.

Find out about chemical clocks where a mixture of two liquids will change colour after a certain time. Do you think that this would make a good way of measuring time?

